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Swedish records of the eastern Palearctic
Hoopoe subspecies Upupa epops saturata

by P. G, P. Ericson
ERecetved 20 Fanuary 1996

Southern Sweden is at the northwestern extreme of the European
breeding distribution of the Hoopoe Upupa epops. The Hoopoe breeds
in Sweden in very low numbers, mainly on Oland (Pettersson 1994),
Besides this small breeding population, a significant number of
vagrant individuals are observed outside the breeding areas, most often
in spring and autumn (SOF 1990). Very rarely, Hoopoes winter in
Sweden.

It is commonly assumed that all Hoopoes breeding or migrating
through Sweden belong to the European subspecies [lpupa apops epops
{SOF 1990), of which Sweden is actually the tvpe locality. U, ¢. epops is
a typically pale subspecies inhabiting Europe, northwestern Africa,
northwest India, Sinkiang in China, and Russia east to the Ob—Yemsey
watershed (Cramp 1985). Most of the other subspecies occurring in, or
near, the Palearctic afe very similar to U e. epops, differing only in
being smaller and deeper rufous or duller in coloration with a longer
bill. The different subspecies also have varying amounts of white on the
wing and crest feathers. Only the east Palearctic subspecies [, e.
saturata differs from U, e. epops in being distinetly darker, especially on
the mantle and hreast (Lénnberg 1‘%‘?, Vaurle 1959), Except for a
possible intergrading zone between nominate epops and saturata in the
upper Yenisey watershed and in Tibet (Cramp 1985), there 15 no
tendency towards darker birds anywhere within the breeding range of
L. e. epops.

This paper evaluates the hypothesis that the subspecies U, e. saturata
occurs regularly in Sweden. The work was initiated by the finding of
a very dark individual in the province Blekinge in southern Sweden
in December 1993, which obviously tried to winter there (Strémberg
1994). This bird is similar to other Swedish specimens in the
collections of the Swedish Museum of Narural History which closely
match the description of U, e, saturata. The difference in coloration of
typical U, e. epops and typical L. e. saturata is ohvious and subspecific
determinations can fairly easily be done in the hand, and probably also
in the field. However, as in most cases of this kind of geographical
variation, individuals exhibiting intermediate characters occur. In such
cases the subspecific allocation is often dependent on the personal
judgement of the observer. With the application of modern optical
techniques to quantify colours, this subjectivity can be reduced.

Materials and methods

A rotal of 17 adult specimens of Lpupa ¢. epops and 16 of U. e. saturata
{including the type and two paratypes) were studied. All specimens
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Appendix
List of Hoopoes Upupa epaps examined

NRM

no.  Subspecies Sex Locality Coll. date  Rernarks
566788  spops m  Algeria, Quargla 5 Sep, 1912
566802 epapr m  Canary, Fuertaventura [sl. Mar. 1912
SH6803 epops m  Canary, Fuertaventura Tsl., Oliva Feb. 1910
690176 epaps m  Hungary, Csomad 4 Jul. 1965
O90175, epaps m  Hungary, Dunakeszi 10 Aug. 1965
S66TEY  epops m  Hungary, Moina Azecrid
690177 epaps m  Hungary, Urbé 29 Aug. 1965
566782 epops m 5.E. Russia 4 Mar, 1909
566789 epaps m W, Russia, Slonim 12 Jul. 1918
566790 gpops f  Algeria, Lambése 7 May 1910
S66804  epops £ Canary, Fuertaventura lsl., Oliva Feh. 1910
S66TEL  epops f Romania 20 May 1906
SBATED  epops f Russ, Turkestan, Baimgol 10 May 1902
566783 epops f S5.E Russia 4 May 1909
S66T86 - epops f  Tunisia, Bir Mrabot 28 Mar. 1906
566787 epops f Tunisia, El Bered 4 Mar. 1909
5667H5 epops f  Tunisia, Sidi Mansour 28 Mar. 1903
566797 saturata m  China, W. Shansi Prov. 24 May 1921
566798  saturata m  China, W, Shansi Prov. 16 May 1921
366800 safurata m  China, W. Shansi Prov. 27 May 1921
556441 saturata m Korea, Riuganpo 13 May 1936
350445 saturata m  Korea, Shunotsu 1 Jul. 1935
556447  saturata m  Korea, Shuotsu 5 Jul. 1935
566795 saturata m  Mongolia, Taboaol 30 Jul. 1919
S66T96  saturata m Mangolia, Tabool 30 Jul, 1919
566791 saturata m 5. Tranzbaicalin, Kjache 15 May 1908  Type
366792 saturata m 5. Transbhaicalia, Kjachta 20 May 1908  Paratype
566801 raturata f  China, Richthofen Mits. 2 May 1932
66799 saturata f  China, W. Shansi Prov. 16 Apr, 1921
556444 saturata f  Korea, Riuganpo 23 Apr. 1936
556446 saturata f Kaorea, Shuotsu 4 Jul. 1935
S66TM  saturata f  Mongolia, Tabool 21 Jul. 1919
506793 saturata f 8 Transbaicalia, Kjachta 13 May 1908  Paratype
TO0184 saturata® f  Sweden, Viistmaniand, Lindesberg 12 May 1975
TE6231  epops* f Sweden, Virmland, Svancholm 18 May 1978
THM06  saturata® f Sweden, Skine, Helsingborg 4 Jan. 1976
Q06010 saturata® m  Sweden, Dalarma, Rirvik 16 Dec, 1990
TAO154  epops® m  Sweden, Sodermanland, Dunker 23 Apr, 1978
T40041  saturara®™® P Sweden, Smaland, Vistervik 20 Oet. 1973
F6I0TT  saturate® P Sweden, Smiland, Verlands 25 Jan. 1976
936991 saturara*® 7 Sweden, Blekinge, Sturké 25 Nov. 1993

*Allocation to this subspecies based on the s
**not measured by the spectrometer but ten

pectrometry measurements in this study
tatively allocated to this subspecies
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